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PETRO-MAMA
Mothering in a Crude World
PetroMama, a short film inspired by a 
creative non-fiction story of the same name 
by Sheena Wilson, explores the distress of a 
mother rushing her sick preschooler to the 
doctor against the backdrop of congested 
traffic in an oil refinery community. 

Petro-Mama links the personal with the 
political. In a tense and evocative moment, 
the film parallels a mother’s desperation as 
she deals with her young son’s acute 
respiratory attack, with our collective 
suffocation in a culture defined by oil 
production and a boom-and-bust economy. 

Concerned with our environmental future, 
the academic mother in the story provokes 
viewers to question how this storied 
instance links local and private experiences 
to social, political, economic, and environ-
mental futures that we must together begin 
to imagine, when the film comes to an end. 

Film Credits:
Written and Directed by 

Sheena Wilson
Cinematography and Soundtrack by 

Daniel Holden
Doctor played by 
Ashley Wright 

Boy played by 
Tejas Pandhi

This film was made possible through the 
generous support of the Bureau de la 
recherche at Campus Saint-Jean, and the 
University of Alberta’s President’s Fund for 
the Creative and Performing Arts.

For free, open access copies of the Petro-Mama story and more information about the film see: 
sheenawilson.ca/projects/petro-mama/


